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PREAMBLE 

1. On 22 December 2011 - after more than 3 years of campaigning from the Civil Society 
coordinated by the World Rural Forum, and supported by a resolution presented by the 
Philippines to  the FAO Conference on 2 July 2011- the United Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA), unanimously adopted Resolution 66/222, declaring 2014 the International Year of 
Family Farming (IYFF-2014). 

2. UNGA Resolution 66/222 affirmed that Family Farming and smallholder farming are 
important bases for sustainable food production aimed at achieving food security, and 
recognized their important contribution in providing food security and eradicating poverty in 
the attainment of the internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium 
Development Goals. 

3. Over the Year, UN agencies, Governments, family farmers’ organizations, Civil Society, 
Private Sector, academia, research institutions and other actors have joined efforts at national, 
regional and international levels.  

4. An inclusive multi stakeholder International Steering Committee (ISC) was established in 
FAO. It adopted a Master Plan for the Year. It further proposed to outline common principles 
to serve as working definition of Family Farming (which includes all family-based agricultural 
activities) as ''a means of organizing agricultural, forestry, fisheries, pastoral and aquaculture 
production which is managed and operated by a family and predominantly reliant on family 
capital and labour, including both women’s and men’s. The family and the farm are linked, 
co-evolve and combine economic, environmental, social and cultural functions.''  

5. Family farms are by far the most prevalent form of agriculture in the world. There are more 
than 570 million farms in the world out of which more than 500 million are family farms. 
Statistics show that they produce more than 80 percent of the world’s food in value terms. 
While there is diversity, the vast majority of world’s family farms are small or very small. 
Family farms are collectively the largest source of employment worldwide. Family Farming is 
much more than a mode of food production, it is also a way of life.  

6. Significant contributions of Family Farming have been highlighted by the official IYFF-2014 
slogan: “Feeding the World, Caring for the Earth”.  
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 As agreed by the International Steering Committee (ISC) of the IYFF 2014 on 13 November 2014, [and 

endorsed at the Closing Event in the Philippines on 27 November 2014]. 



      

RESULTS OF THE YEAR 

7. The multi-stakeholders’ policy dialogue process that has since ensued across the world has 
promoted greater awareness of the crucial contribution of more than two billion Family 
Farmers to sustainable development, food security and nutrition. 

8. The Year has improved our understanding of many challenges Family Farmers face in 
different social, economic and environmental settings and emphasized the importance of 
implementing policies to secure their access and use of natural and financial resources as well 
as to empower them to further contribute to sustainable agriculture, support the eradication of 
poverty, safeguard the environment, and help nurture our planet.  

9. Strong political commitment in favour of Family Farming including smallholders, has risen at 
the highest level across the world throughout the IYFF-2014 (Annex I). Political will and 
collaboration among different stakeholders that spread across the Year are the strong bases for 
supporting the development of Family Farming beyond 2014. 

10. National Committees for the IYFF have been created in around 50 countries involving more 
than 650 organisations (Annex II). More than 500 meetings, workshops or conferences on 
Family Farming have been organised over the year across the world.  

11. The celebration of the IYFF significantly raised the profile of Family Farming, including in 
the follow up on the Zero Hunger Challenge launched by the UN Secretary General in 2012, 
in the Second International Conference on Nutrition (ICN2) in 2014, as well as in the 
preparation of the UN Post-2015 Development Agenda. Family Farming has also been 
recognized as a major sector to mainstream biodiversity into food production sectors and for 
the forthcoming Sustainable Development Goals.  

12. At its twenty-fourth Session in October 2014 the FAO’s Committee on Agriculture called on 
FAO to continue its work on the promotion of family farming and its integration in the FAO´s 
Strategic Framework and the Post-2015 Development Agenda.  

13. The Family Farming Knowledge Platform, hosted by FAO, in collaboration with many 
stakeholders such as governments, UN agencies, family farmers’ networks and producers 
organizations as well as research institutions was created to serve as a comprehensive and up-
to-date digital collection of policy, scientific, legal and statistical information on family 
farming, to support policy making and exchange of experiences and lessons learned. 

14. An International Working Group (IWG), hosted by FAO, was created to establish common 
criteria for achieving definitions and typologies for family farming at national/regional level. 

15.  WFP has committed to purchasing 10 percent of its commodities from smallholder family 
farmers in developing countries, out of an over $1 billion annual food procurement budget. 
 

16. The main legacy of the IYFF is the national and regional policies, programs and activities, and 
institutional arrangements in support of Family Farming, including smallholder farming, that 
have been and will be formulated, improved or implemented since the declaration of IYFF -
2014 through the UNGA Resolution. 



      

 

THE WAY FORWARD 

17. The ISC, building upon the Year’s achievements, in particular the Global Dialogue on Family 
Farming, held in Rome on 27 and 28 October 2014, recommends the pursuit of joint efforts to 
advocate for, support, and invest in Family Farming, including smallholder farming.  

A set of actions are envisaged to set the way forward beyond IYFF-2014: 

18. All stakeholders are encouraged to promote and implement enabling policies for Agriculture 
and Rural Development, fostering the capacity of Family Farmers to supply and access 
markets, especially at local and domestic levels, and to generate jobs and incomes. 

19. Secure access and use of land, water and other natural resources are fundamental for Family 
Farmers. All stakeholders are encouraged to further promote, make use of, and support the 
implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of 
Land, Fisheries and Forest resources in the context of National Food Security as endorsed by 
the Committee on World Food Security (CFS). 

19bis. More and better investment by and for Family Farming is needed. In this respect, all 
stakeholders are encouraged to use the Principles for Responsible Investment in Agriculture 
and Food Systems, where appropriate, as well as the recommendations on “investing in 
smallholder agriculture for food security and nutrition” as endorsed by the CFS. 

20. Female and male farmers must have equal rights with regard to possession or tenure of land, 
access to natural resources, training and technical support, research, extension, advisory and 
financial services, and different forms of public health and other social protection policies. 

21. Empowering women is a key enabling factor for sustainably increasing productivity and 
innovation. Affirmative actions and policies should be implemented for women farmers in 
order to achieve gender equality, including ensuring more inclusive access to credit and other 
services for women farmers. 

22. Rural youth is the future of Family Farming. Rural development policies and programs, 
infrastructures, public goods and services that enhance the quality of life in rural areas and set 
the conditions for the young farmers for starting their own livelihood activities are crucial for 
making the life in rural areas more attractive and vibrant for young people. 

23. Innovations, including those adapted to Family Farming that enhance sustainable agriculture, 
contribute to addressing climate change challenges, reduce the drudgery of agricultural work, 
and increase productivity and income are essential. Participatory methodologies and practices 
that combine family farmers’ traditional knowledge and practices with new technologies, 
research and advisory services should be strengthened. 

24. Collective action and promotion of producers’ organizations, farmers’ associations and 
agricultural cooperatives are fundamental to foster economic empowerment of Family 
Farmers and their entrepreneurial and negotiating capacities. 



      

25. The National Committees for the IYFF-2014 are encouraged to continue their work beyond 
the year 2014. Building on their experience, Governments and other relevant actors are 
encouraged to establish permanent multi-stakeholder platforms for policy dialogue at national 
and regional levels on Family Farming. 
 

26. Building on the outcomes of the International Working Group for achieving common criteria 
on definitions and typologies for family farming, FAO should further develop key analysis and 
indicators to assist governments upon their requests to better understand the diversity of 
Family Farms and develop policies, accordingly. The Family Farming Knowledge Platform 
should ensure the capitalization and sharing of experiences, enabling innovative partnerships 
and active exchange mechanism. 

27. To keep the momentum and follow-up on the legacy of the IYFF-2014, there is a need for 
maintaining partnership and collaboration at the global level on Family Farming, building 
upon the experience of the ISC.  

28. UN Rome-based agencies as well as other international organizations and regional institutions 
should consider and maintain Family Farming as an integral element of their agenda, and 
facilitate participation of the representatives of Family Farmers, including artisanal fisherfolk, 
pastoralists, indigenous peoples and mountain farmers in their work.   

 
 

 



            
 

ANNEX 1. THE OUTCOMES OF THE IYFF-2014  

 

General outcomes: 

The IYFF-2014 has reached the global aim to raise the profile and awareness on the important 
contribution that Family Farming can play in providing food security and nutrition and 
eradicating poverty in the attainment of the internationally agreed development goals, 
including the Millennium Development Goals.  

The IYFF-2014 has situated family farming on top of the agendas of the international 
institutions. There has been a common agreement on the central role that family farming can 
play to feed the world in a sustainable way. The millions of family farms play a key role in 
scaling up food production to meet the needs of a growing world population. The 
empowerment of family farming is part of the solution to overcome hunger and malnutrition. 

The IYFF-2014 gathered different stakeholders in the common effort to enhance family 
farming. The three UN Rome based agencies (FAO, IFAD and WFP) and other international 
organizations, governments, farmers’ organizations, civil society and private sector 
organizations have met in several occasions and agreed on the main challenges. The IYFF 
enabled other stakeholders such as media, research institutions, students´ and consumers´ 
organizations to be increasingly committed to promote family farming.  

The IYFF-2014 was useful to improve the understanding of family farming needs, potential and 
constraints and ensure adequate support. 

Specific outcomes (non-exhaustive list) 

 Summary of proceedings from Conference on Family Farming “A dialogue towards 

more sustainable and resilient farming in Europe and the world” on 29 November 

2013 in Brussels  

 Final communiqué of the Global Forum on Food and Agriculture (GFFA) signed by 65 

ministers of agriculture, on 18 January 2014 in Berlin 

 The declaration of the farmers’ organisations from the 5 continents in Abu Dhabi, 22 

January 2014;  

 The Declaration of the Heads of States and Governments of the Community of the 

Latin America and Caribbean States (CELAC) gathered in Havana, Cuba, on the occasion 

of the II Summit of CELAC, on 28 and 29 January 2014  

 Member countries of the Andean Parliament approved laws and policies to promote 

the International Year of Family Farming (IYFF), 7 February 2014 

 The Fifth Global Meeting of the Farmers' Forum hosted by IFAD, 17-18 February 2014. 

 The 37th session of IFAD’s Governing Council which focused on investing in 

smallholder family farmers, Rome, 19-20 February 2014 

 The six regional dialogues on Family Farming facilitated by FAO, (Latin America and 

Caribbean, Santiago de Chile, 30 and 31 October 2013; Africa, Cape Town, 6 and 7 



            
 

November 2013; Asia Pacific, Bangkok, 21 and 22 November 2013; Near East and 

North Africa, Tunis, 21 and 22 November 2013; Europe and Central Asia, Brussels, 11 

and 12 December 2013; North America, Québec, 7 and 8 February 2014) 

 The declaration of twenty-four ministers of agriculture and government 

representatives from Africa, Latin America, Asia and Europe in favour of Family 

Farming, and FAO gathered at the Salon de l’Agriculture in Paris on 25 February 2014 

 The Summary Conclusions of the Global Forum and Expo on Family Farming, a key, 

multi-stakeholder event of the International Year in Budapest,  4-6 March 2014  

 The Montevideo Declaration in the framework of the Regional Dialogue for Planning 

and Action on the IYFF 2014, Montevideo 24-25 March, 2014 

 The FAO Regional Conferences and the preceding Civil Society Consultations have 

brought the subject of family farming into their items of discussions.  

 Synthesis of the International Encounters “Family Farming & Research”, hosted and 

organised by French research institutions of Montpellier’s hub (Agropolis 

International), and co-organized by the CGIAR Consortium, the Global Forum on 

Agriculture Research (GFAR) and the World Rural Forum (WRF) and supported by the 

French Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Development, the French Ministry 

of Agriculture, Food and Forestry and various national and international organizations. 

Montpellier, 1-3 June 2014. 

 At the margins of the 31st Session of the Committee on Fisheries (COFI), Rome, 9-13 

June 2014, a side event was held on “2014 IYFF in the context of Fisheries and 

Aquaculture”.  

 At its twenty-second Session the FAO’s Committee on Forestry (COFO) expressed its 

appreciation to FAO for its role in raising awareness of the connections between 

forests and family farming and invited member countries to promote policies 

conducive for family farming and forestry backed by a sound legal framework Rome, 

23-27 June 2014. 

 The Malabo Declaration on Accelerated Agricultural Growth and Transformation for 

Shared Prosperity and Improved Livelihoods was adopted by the 23rd Assembly of the 

African Union, 26 – 27 June 2014. 

 The Ministerial Conference for the IYFF for Asia and the Pacific held in Chennai, India, 

on 7 August 2014. 

 The Declaration on Family Farming adopted by the Latin American Parliament on 26 

August 2014. 

 The United States Senate passed resolution S.RES.544 to designate 2014 as the 

“International Year of Family Farming” (IYFF), recognizing the important role of family 

farmers, 17 September 2014. 

 The outcomes of representatives of farmers´ associations and cooperative societies 

from 4 continents at the symposium “Prospects for family farms – an international 

exchange of experiences” of BMEL in Berlin, 11- 12 September 2014 



            
 

 At its twenty-fourth Session the FAO’s Committee on Agriculture in October 2014 

called on FAO to continue its work on family farming and its integration in the FAO 

Strategic Framework, Rome, 29 September - 3 October 2014. 

 World Food Day 2014 carried the theme, “Family Farming:  Feeding the World, Caring 

for the Earth”, 16 October 2014. 

 A Special Event on “Innovation in Family Farming: Towards Ensuring Food Security and 

Nutrition” held during the 41st Session of the FAO Committee on World Food Security 

(CFS), Rome, 16 October 2014.  

 Global Dialogue on Family Farming held at FAO Headquarters, Rome, 27-28 October 

2014. 

 Forum of Latin American and Caribbean IYFF National Committees, Brasilia, November 

10-12, 2014. 

 Conference on Rural Women of Latin America and the Caribbean, Brasilia, November 

10-12, 2014. 

 Ministerial Meeting on Family Farming of the Community of the Latin America and 

Caribbean States -  CELAC, Brasilia, November 10-12, 2014. 

 Global Meeting of Women and Men agricultural leaders in the context of the World 

Consultative Committee AIAF-2014, Brasilia, 14 – 15 November 2014 

 International Year of Family Farming Closing Event, Philippines, 27 November 2014 

 



     
 
 

ANNEX 2: THE IYFF-2014 NATIONAL COMMITTEES 

 
A National Committee is a mechanism where diverse stakeholders maintain a political dialogue 
regarding public policies in family farming. These Committees are comprised of over 650 
farmers’ organizations, NGOs, research centres, government institutions and international 
organizations. 
 
The IYFF-2014 was conducted through concrete advocacy activities and awareness on behalf of 
Family Farming in around 50 countries National Committees of the International Year of Family 
Farming (IYFF NC-2014) have been established in the following countries: 
 
• In Africa (14): Burkina Faso, Burundi, Republic of the Congo Brazzaville, Ivory Coast, Gambia, 
Kenya, Niger, Nigeria, Mali, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Senegal, South Africa, Uganda, 
Zimbabwe. 
 
• In Europe (9): Belgium, Slovakia, Spain, France, Georgia, Hungary, Italy, Norway, Switzerland. 
 
• In Asia-Pacific (7): Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, Philippines. 
 
• In America (19): Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Dominican Republic, Uruguay, 
Mexico, Canada, USA. 
 
Other countries are in the process of building their National Committees and launching their 
first activities such as Togo, Tanzania and the Seychelles in Africa; Kyrgyzstan and the Solomon 
Islands in Asia-Oceania. 
 
During the Year, National Committees conducted worldwide over 300 political and advocacy 
activities, as well as almost 200 public awareness activities with some important results in 
terms of improvements in national public policies related to family farming. 
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