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Background and context

In recognition of the important contribution that family farming and smallholder farming can play in providing food security and eradicating poverty in the attainment of the internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals, the UN General Assembly declared 2014 the International Year of Family Farming (IYFF), and tasked FAO to facilitate its implementation in collaboration with Governments, UNDP, IFAD, the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) and other relevant organizations of the United Nations system, as well as relevant non-governmental organizations. 
The goal of the 2014 IYFF is to reposition family farming at the center of agricultural, environmental and social policies in the national agendas by identifying gaps and opportunities to promote a shift towards a more equal and balanced development.

Since the launching of the IYFF FAO and various partners and stakeholders have expressed the need to go beyond the 2014 celebrations and to put in place a set of concrete actions aimed at addressing the family farming issues raised throughout the year. Increasing consensus appears on the crucial necessity of providing information sharing and knowledge-based assistance for policy making. 
In response to the above concerns regarding knowledge and information on family farming, FAO will establish a “web-based knowledge platform on family farming”.

Rationale

International entities, from governments and multilateral organizations to research consortia and NGOs, have identified open data for agriculture as a vital component of addressing the myriad of future challenges facing food and agriculture.

Because information on family farming is scattered partial and sometimes incoherent, there is a need to integrate and systematize existing information on family farming to better inform and provide knowledge-based assistance not only to policy-makers and development experts, but also to stakeholders in the field, at the grassroots level, etc. 

The web-based knowledge platform on family farming will gather digitalized quality information from all over the world on family farming, including: national laws and regulations, public policies, best practices, relevant data and statistics, research, articles and publications. 

Objectives

The Platform will be hosted by FAO with the collaboration of interested partners. It will benefit from the collaboration with the current partners and gradually include other entities such as NGOs, FOs, Development Agencies and Research Organizations. 

The Platform will also gain from ongoing initiatives, recognizing the need for relevant and up-to-date knowledge and information on family farming at global, regional and country level.

 The Platform should achieve the following objectives:

· Facilitate an open and immediate access to relevant data on family farming, improving information sharing pathways among policy makers, farmers’ organizations, researchers, etc.;

· Facilitate the interchange and sharing of documentation regarding juridical frameworks, policies, programmes, international cooperation and investments in support of family farms;

· Host key analysis on family farming; 

Structure

The Platform will represent an evolution of the existing 2014 IYFF website. It will be designed and developed as a comprehensive, up-to-date and open digitalized database on family farming. 
As mentioned above, the aim is to create one of the world's largest high-level digital collections of national laws and regulations, public policies, best practices, relevant data and statistics, researches, articles and publications on family farming.

It will be conceived and developed as a user-friendly one-stop shop where users can easily find the information they are looking for.

The search engine included in the interface, which will represent a key component of the website, will be designed to provide a fine grained control on search criteria, allowing to filter the contents by type, title/name, theme, activity, country, author, and all the other relevant fields.

Records will be provided either in the original language or in the language of communication used by the originating country. An Editorial Committee, comprising 5 to 7 selected technical people from partner organizations, will guarantee the quality and the accuracy of the centralized contents uploaded to the website. 
The platform will also include sub-sections dedicated to member countries in order for them to feed the website and have an active role. 

Budget
The realization of the Platform will be financed by the IYFF Multi-Donor Trust Fund. FAO envisages keeping the Trust Fund operational beyond 2014 for this purpose, and will lead a comprehensive consultation with interested partners in order to guarantee the financial basis for the Platform. 
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